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Superheroes Still Need 
Phoneboxes
The art of making a free phonebox 
and the culture of anonymous 
communication

Ben Dalton

The Birds (1963) – Alfred Hitchcock



https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Lightmatter_phonebooths.jpg

What is a phonebox?
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What is a phonebox?

twitter: @noii



Superman – The Mechanical Monsters (1941) Fleischer Studios

Pseudonymity
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WarGames (1983) John Badham

Subcultural anonymity
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Chattr Today’s Art 2014 – photograph Hwa Young Jung

Privacy violating 
social spaces
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https://www.flickr.com/photos/hwayoungjung/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/hwayoungjung/


Institution: Telecoms
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Hands-Free Profile
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Debian Wheezy (7.4)

BlueZ (4.99)

dbus
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No Hands – GPLv2 
implementation of Bluetooth 
Hands-Free Profile (1.5) server 
for Linux

created by samr7 (Sam 
Revitch)

fork on github by heinervdm 
(Thomas Zimmermann)

additional notes from John 
Tapsell
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http://bluetooth.com/Bluetooth/Technology/Works/HFP.htm
http://bluetooth.com/Bluetooth/Technology/Works/HFP.htm
http://sourceforge.net/u/samr7/
http://sourceforge.net/u/samr7/
http://sourceforge.net/u/samr7/
http://sourceforge.net/u/samr7/


Hardware
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The Apartment (1960) Billy Wilder

Social system
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La cabina (1972) Antonio Mercero

Power
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Hackers (1995) Iain Softley

Caller benefits
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https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Anoniem.jpg
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Phonebooth Stuffing 1959 unknown photographers

Donor benefits
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Chaff
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Algorithmic data chaff
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http://www.xcom2002.com/media.php
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http://www.gutenberg.org/files/29034/29034-h/29034-h.htm
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Pseudonyms
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http://146.50.99.76/links/illustraties.html

Critique
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nicolas_Bourbaki

Creativity
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Abu_Ghraib_torture_and_prisoner_abuse

Whistleblowing
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“Get a dedicated computer ... pay cash ... Leave 
your cellphone, your normal computer, and your 
metro card at home ... Then go to a co!ee shop 
that has open Wi-Fi, and once there open a new 

Gmail account that you will only use to contact the 
press and only from the dedicated computer.” – 

Wired 2013, How to Leak to the Press
https://www.flickr.com/photos/travelinglibrarian/8478042655/
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screenshot of post by Gediminas Urbonas on Facebook
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Brass Eye Paedophilia special (2001) Chris Morris

Demonisation
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Superman: The Movie (1978) Richard Donner

Design for 
pseudonymity
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The Matrix (1999) The Wachowskis

Why do we love 
phoneboxes?
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Falling Down (1993) Joel Schumacher

Why do we dislike 
phoneboxes?
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The Social Life of Small Urban Spaces (1988) William H Whyte 

Digital public space
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http://www.androidcentral.com/t-mobile-starting-offer-free-tethering-prepaid-plans

Digital possessions

twitter: @noii



A Clockwork Orange (1971) Stanley Kubrick

Altruism fears
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https://www.flickr.com/photos/martynjenkins/8394431321/

Sustaining anonymity
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